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A Survey of System Combination for Machine Translation
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Abstract: This paper presents a survey of system combination for machine translation (MT). According to the dif-
ferent levels of combining the outputs from different machine translation systems, we classify the approaches to sys-
tem combination into three types: sentence-level combination, phrase-level combination, and word-level combina-
tion. The representative work for each type is discussed in this paper, including the methods exploited, confidences
estimated, and decoding algorithms, as well as the monolingual sentence alignment approaches which used to build
the confusion network in the word-level system combination method. Finally, we discuss the three combination ap-
proaches and compare them with each other. The future development prospects of MT system combination are also
discussed.
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)X 55 0 5 3 L 2 R T A b i 1 B
Je B AR AR S BB B b A8 IR R B T A
AU WLEE P 51 X8 55 1 4% 0 80936l 35 =2 ] 114 1) % 5%
KF G AERRRE B, A H] — B B S A BLOR A 1 25 €
XoF 5 B B A A R MR T A A R

]
pCe il el = > ] [pla; | ajr-Dple) e,)]
T =1

1

13
TEA ) I R HIER pCef e, ) X FF 1 52
F () ) R R 3 A 18 P 1) ] 22 (] R R L T AT A
SRR M AU AY (similarity model) s M #5 B HEZ p
Ca; [a;—y s 1) X 8 1B RS 51 42 1 1) ) 0 HE )7
AT HRL, SRR A7 AR BE AL ( distortion modeD) . 7E
THE I AHALLAE #6218 AH AL (semantic similarity)
Fa] B A Bl (surface similarity) B ZR PEHE{H . 78 XX
THSCA TR X SR PR R A E AR s S e J
H R BRI RIBEE po, Ceif ;) 5 BT SCAS TA] X
FEF T SCRRUAT LA &b B[R] SC3a) [0 230, 1 3 JE AH 2L
AT LAAR G- b A 38 [R) AR 3] | 3 ) BF 285 OB 25 1) BL 3 0 4%
SFOE A GIZA ++ JE A7 18 X 5% Il Sk i AR e Ak 2 1) R
M. AR HE AR AR T I T X S 1 1R) 22 [ 1 ek
FEES, SCEE R e A UL R R . 7B
B EE B Z TR B X 55 0C &R 5 5 %07 R —
Sz 2 55 A — Fb B0 Sfe b B 6 55 3 B R AR A — X
22 RO 25 2 A ] T J A 1 TR VA T 46 11 4 B 1) X 5
R/

A 4E55 T 2008 AE 42 ) T — Bl Rl G o5 R AN
Y 64 BE S 1 AL SO 9 3R 6 55 7 ¥ GIZA-TERM™,
TR BRI B AR I B R E. Matusov %5 il Y
GIZA++ J7 ¥, % FH Grow-Diag-Final §" J& 1 Jijt'
IR0 18 IR 0 55 . AR 5 SR 95 28 48 R dw /b i)
RN —MEER A HG . XFIERD TR
B o B AT R L Rl IS R PR SCOR ) 1Y JR S B
PEBE IR

5.3 EFTEFFMIAAEEF X HIREXF

BE T G i R A B R ) B TR X 5 O IR AE 1A
A ASASAR 5 3R] I B9 A5 5 SF % AR 3 {1 i v 1) =2 ] 1Y)
X 35 Z o 1% T R S | ] 5 1] A % 5% B AN (AR i
A7 5C ZR R A WK 5 i T TR 2 1 BT ) 0 118 1) X 5
J7 AR S T ROGHE SCAR 1 1) X 55 R T vk o T
AFALLASE 7 Sfe kb 2 1) SCAH ARL Y BR8] 22 [B) B 6 5 OC &R .
TP A T AR R PR AR AL X S B A AR 2 B A
FHIE 5 27 R S AT B PR AR 5 9 X 5 o

N. F. Ayan 581 2008 4E 42t 1 —Fh 535 4 X
(TR0 55 7 o X Bl 7 B WordNet [m] S im] it
Sk Ab 3R] SORRRL Y B3] - A 456 ] S im] RS [ 3] 2 1
[RIMR) , 38 2 Ay ) it (WordNet) XF £ 5 %F 55 19 4~
BB b Hh B Y A ) ) A% E AT A BOOR A A B ok
FIWr e AT A 6] SCiR) . A 15 7 & A & . WordNet
o HR T B SR E X (open-class) 1Y 540, Xf F
PR 37 /0N ot 3 5 S B ORI Rk o X TR A ]
N. F. Ayan 8% ik 2698 43 5 81 8 7 — 4> i v 55 4
2 PR AE A 2 v iy 3 AT LA R SR ) SCRRARLIR 3]

et [ SC i) e 1% 0 R AR B0 % 5 A0 SR R G R

(1) fdi 1] WordNet [m] SCim] it 4l i 7] SC37) 5

(2) FIH R 315 %t %t 3% 2 % ()% ik A7
P

(3) & ¥t Tercom J A 2 77 ok 4b B [7] 3 A
VE

EAEFEEMZE.N. F. Ayan 576X b CFE ik
$ 3 5 — 25 7k (two-pass) R 44 #E TR 1 X 4% 1 %
FHEWE AL -V, L Rosti %5 76 [R]4F 42 (0 — Fif
3 18 ) B 1% %F 5% (Incremental Hypothesis Align-
ment) J5 35 AL B R O Tk S R M o B R (3 X
FE 7 A I R — A TR, TS TN R 2B AT A
A,

T H FATTAE R FH B0 R AR 1A 22 [ 1 1) Xof 5 4 TR
W LS B 220 TR AR 3 RN 6T 5 2 55 Rk 22 (] 1) X
FEAEMSL I BT R 5E B 22X 5 b X R O
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T BRI v 0 A% B 3R] 22 18]S BEAR 4 b 1 57 %) 5F
KA BPINT 45 5E T = A BB

I like balloons
1 like big blue balloons
1 like blue kites

HIEPEH — AR X 52 R, e
A BT RN SRR

1 like null null balloons null
1 like big blue balloons null
1 like null null balloons null
1 like null null blue kites

$ “T like blue kites” Xf 35 B 2 % X} 35 “1 like
balloons” B}, & 1 & A Bk & 8“1 like big blue bal-
loons” 1T like balloons” X} 55 H1 f{) “big blue” X
ANXFzs Al , X # 8 “T like blue kites” /1 ¥ “blue
kites” 33 > 10) 5 15 X 5 21 %6 55 2 25 R Y i)
“balloons null”, 25 1k 7 Bl AR BRI X 55 I L B 26
W PT A B BRI X SE BN S S5 b i — AR
W P28 L ORIl FH 3 A TR i 0 2% 1) A — 3BT Y X 5%
B AR A XS S, FEIE N T KR 1E
XF 5B B R — AL B A ) AR R 38 i A SR AL
B PR R R TP L P ORI A B B R AR R X 5
TG I 0 55 B 48 P R A TR IR 45 .

T3 — PP L T B T AR Y B ) 6 9 3R 6 5
PRl T AN AR . B % 5k S0k (Inversion
Transduction Grammar, 1TG) 2 Hf = A 19 38 %f
FEUO o IR RH R B R X 5 O ik & 1T AT invWER B
PRI AN ROBEE ) B 7 A G — ol g g X A ] X
FF . invWER PE RUBE 2B — 45 B AL i o) —
ANSEAT ER I B /N 1Y 2 R R TR) 3 B R T R
WER F1 TER BN [A] Z &b 75 T, 3 46 & 58 #8402 S
Te1) 5 S5 SCVE SV I AR )RR i B A I B R 4
FUEY R Sh 2 4E . 3 F invWER ) § 13 1 152 %t
FFO R R R 4 Ik WER Al TER &, {H 2, @l
A 5 i R R SO A I 6 R Ll P R g R AR Y
ECE L,

5.4 BIFEAXEYIA X5 RE X R A M EE R R0

TEGE T B A% B v XU SCAR B 3] % 55 45 B2 Y
VR R T S R AR IE B R R AR Y TE RS
Rl v 0T B R B i 2 M) B A 0 ) B 6 S I

FEAATAEA S PPN 15 5 5 3 BRI A1) X A 3] X
Fr B R AR G Rl B 1R fiE 2 1R = e O IR  R
JEE o P B AR X 5 O kAT R AR L Rl
J& VP SC R S B DAL T P 5 — e R R A R 5 U
WHEA TR E MM ESTT L% L. HilAE
oK s S Wy — 7 380 9 {18 %8 5 T R A XL T 55 — s
U5 3 R = VR UL 345 R 20 95 A Al K S X LR R
B0t 5% 7 3 A7 B S A

®4 =MBIEAXIRANFTEX R A ERORE

IWSLTO7CE SSMT07CE
Primary 31.52 29.81
WER 31.38 30.51
TER 32.32 29. 82
WRA 32.40 29.77

F A4 5T RO [ Y 3 T e B S T
PRI B X5 5% 5 1 X 2007 AR [ BR O3 B 0F I
(IWSLT’07) By 33 & i 3 4 A1 2007 48 4[5 48 11 HL
P 23 (SSMT 07) I e I it 42 i JL A R 48
PR AT R 1 45 5. Primary J& i 4 19 504
#4:0) BLEU 4343 . MRS 458 FFH, WRA J5ik
£ IWSLT 07 WAL 4 (IWSLTO7CE) F3kF T
B 0918 4, B 2 AE SSMT? 07 3 3% I s 4
(SSMTO7CE) Il & 15 50 H fe I IR T = 5l
BB RGEMPERE . T WER 9B B
XF 55 77 V5 MAA 5 A S B #E SSMTO7CE 4155 1A%
TN SR I AE TWSLTO7CE FHUS T e 2% 1)
ST, X AT B T WRA 7 i X% T 4 A (TWS-
LTO7CE M4 hy 15 45080 A 34 10 4 5 g H1 .+ 1
X F KA (SSMTO7CE 38 5 A 37 [ 45 80, i 2 11
3 R R T R B R A 1 2 AT 5 3
TRl G YRR R .

6 XTREMETENTN

U JUAT K HIL 45 R0 135 4003800 200 o 7 ke il 22
TR T7 I B HL & B2 L 02 T A9k A ST Bl
i PR AL R R JR UL B GE T AL A% I R A Y A
G, X LE DAL R B AR FRAT AT DL S
M 3R B2 A~ B 28 0 0 a0 S0 X R ORHERE T AL
arRIE R GRS R . BEX R GRS I I
LW HH B 25 Pl L B R 00 TP 0 0 3 e
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24 2010 4F

T I 2 10 s 4 [ LA 8 E & (CWMT
108) VI LT R ARG R A TP H 2. B
FE“ L BT H I 45 2R 32 5205 % B 5 238
i) N-best £ R B LG RERG " SIFHAL: % RS
Fil& 2 PF AL AE IR A 22 ML AR B 2R e Hh 4R
Ll AT RGCRE A . X AR GRS PRI SR T T
KA SSMT 07 2t pifi k. A7 6 Zpfi 2
T ARG R I E L b1 BLEU {H A mWER
R 5 R .

X5 CWMI'08 REMEIENER

BLEU4 mWER
Primary 28.09 68. 24
Unit 1 29. 44 67.61
Unit 2 29.06 67.85
Unit 3 28.73 69.52
Unit 4 27.21 69. 95
Unit 5 26.79 69. 86
Unit 6 25.09 71.54

Horp, Primary J& & 4 09 5.~ R 48 . Unit 1-6 J2
Z 5 R GRG0 H B SR g 5 GO Ok I8 T STk
(300D,

%% 6 1 Sampling 31 3 75 i i 2 U1l 2 i b6 AL
WA RGE TR G SR R LB . Primary o2 2 5 il
G B I 1) B> &2 45, Sentence-level, Phrase-lev-
el, Word-Level 4 8 4T % . 6 1 4% . 13T 2% 1y
B RGP RE CBUE R IR T k28 ]) .

x6 ZHREHMAARMMRLILE

Sampling| Primary |Sentence-level| Phrase-level | Word-Level

/% BLEU BLEU BLEU BLEU

5 27.82 29.51 29.93 30. 25

10 29.70 31.42 31.75 31.99
20 31.37 32.56 32.76 33. 17
40 32.66 33.52 33.88 33.98
80 33.67 34.17 34.35 34.38
100 33.90 34.03 34.08 34.02

Mz 5 fiw. SR 6 KA, BA 3 K18
BLEU 154r IR IF R RE A w2 KSIF
Hi7E mWER 4 4> b L 4F 10 R4S R G P 2
o X — 5 T S LA EEE T H R )

PR BIFES R E S ZAF, RIFN RS
(BLEU : 28.09, mWER : 68. 24) L HE& 55 10 &
% (BLEU : 24. 12, mWER : 70. 58) & HiF 4 4
BLEU gi., 55— MU RGREG e s = 52
T AR Z R IS AR .

T3 — A IF R R GE Rl A 5 H P NIST 709
BLEEBHIE T I @, 3 2 NIST JEI 45 — Wl & 4
filvA R — A sl g I H 3EAT IR, NIST 09 &
LRl A I H O TE 25 AL B3 S T A R 58 B R
JE AT B R TS5 BT R iE— il
IRERE—E1E . X T REMAEE S, BHHL
i R A 0 A S 43, 0 30 Vo ML 4 RH R Y
MBI R M R il & I R RE A
TE R B g — AN RE S AR 4 S S B RESONT
RGBS HOR L 353T 70 Yo ML B A0 T 4
BARE A RERMAWINNLE, DIV RGEME S
VEEAAT B Rl A 1 BE

7 R BEMRE

7.1 =WREEHENERER

TENLE B E R G A — S B0 T« B DE A
HH P SO [ T S i AP SR AR AT — A

AR T T B A 2R R T RR GRS TR A T S
55 R 1) T AR 9 ) 1 0 Y R ol i ) 8
BB AL AT T AR HO AR, sl ) — 26 S e 380 5 1 B 1Y
A TR ik Xk 8 AR AT EE AT 0, AP R — A
DUA B ARCBE . F T 0% 5 1 I A 2R R 14 B AR B
B T LB BEAT R0 R 4 D R 8 3 A s b O 1Y
SebE A TR . HE L BRSSO
LA WA 4 At 83 A 3 o ) B T ) R
W HUR ) T2 T B AR A R ) A A
LB X il 5 BB 1 4R o A G R A 7 e S Ok
AN R GRS J7 R B O T X 5 B
Rl B T A 9P B 14 e A R Y U T A A
P SR i 8 A R VA 1 4% i B 2 R ] 31 T 4
JI5E B i SO, X RS T i DA T 9 T 4
T ST LI B RE FE 3 A A TR R Y )
G0 BRI UK ML (U TR I 10 2% A B 1 2
JICHT ) AR I I AN R LR I 37 2B Y B Al s
2 5 G B B R 9 3R] P 9 — BobE LUK I %

@ http://www. nlpr. ia. ac. cn/cwmt-2008/
@  http://www. nist. gov/speech/tests/mt/2009/
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UM L R AT AR HE B RAE SR 2  lG f HR PE SO B
AT E HRAFSIE RSN, HIESRS
il 5 v A S At B R R e Y R R R R AR
S0 WS T S T 5 ) OR R R A R IR A
T o B RE A RO A I A 3 2 R 26 S R S 1)
¥ . AR HAGOR A © A BEAR 4 4 1) FH 3 7 20 06 15 A0
A 3 AR N R ke T R R S ) S B O Y ), [
W IR RGRG TR T I & Z ],

1652 R Fil A PEfg I, W, Macherey 4§ 2007 4F
XX =R O R T T AR A i
A3 3 X YR B 4l AT AS [R) A8 e Sk g 2 5
B 1) B3R 2R 0 1 i s 285 SRS 1 R O B N B 2 il 5 1R
SO R, AR SR Bl RE R SE 4 Bk 5%,
10%. 20%. 40% ., 80%, 100% , ke R~ /Ny
B 2R 490 22 ) 1) A G B8 /0N g — i B R ST il s
10 ZHAEAS , FH K 10 0 AE A Bl 0 47 3] X 5% I 25 AF
At 10 ASBIR R GE L KX 10 S B3R R G0 0 B 4
BbfTRLG . B AR 6. LR B R, M
KER/NBIRR G Z TG =R A ik
PERE . LR RS MA > EIER RS A>T
RARGEA M S5 RA B R G2 A Ok
B I, RS T I R PERE A M. i SCE
VO 7EHE AT R Ge il A i, SR FH A G B2 /N L
ANERRGHATRS X FERL G S I SCRE RS AR
Kt HEgeHE T

i

b |

7.2 BE

AR SO ML B R GE Rl G O ik AT T A 2R
BRI ANET ZARRORGEMEITE: AT
FARGERAS T R R GRS J7 8 AL &
GERlE T MA T X S M ERA T A A AR T
I TAE T B T ENT ML B s MR RE . X T2
A EWENC R R GG Ik AR T E MR
SRR BRI Y 0T I ORI e AT o =
AT N Z P MR\ FR 7 B A SR
4T M T AL AR B AR S0 R A T H A PRI
g A dE NIST 09 AL 7% B 70 7% 20 .

FEXT X = Ff R GRS T7 % 19 20 M LB AT vl
AN e ECRES S 5a0HERS
Z AR SRR OGS MR B R TR AR G IE B R
AR Z AR BB R 25 57 - RO 2R 07 1k 1 L 57
A T ARAS A B AR L R AT IR LA
FH SR B /NI B 03 2R G M P )3 0 R e il O ik

frhhs .

TENGHANE R Gefil A 0 S BB R . PR A )
R 3R) X6 55 7 2 I AR SCORE = b 3 T 4 R S Y P
AR TR 0T R N R G Rl G i T RE R R AT T L
B SRR B L 3k = oA X 5F O vk AR S [ G
R L AANFER R HREA —F BT
Ty —F 5 vk . 3K AT RE R T T 4 A R B 0 1 X
FAUA 5 AR Y 58 4 — B S I8 . 9 A % TR
ST | [ R ) R[] P ] A 5L 3 RE A 1 ) X
F 7% R 1] T A AR A ) SO fRL A ) AR B g i
T, 3T S R R IR S EIAT
[Fi) SC 1) 0 3 4] 3ok 43 A i F ik e i) X S R ., EATT A
S AN TR) T X3t e 0 B B o 1) BRI ) X 1Y )
XF 5.

HEr SIS B R G rikc e
FEADFRRE FUERT T, B e A AR M R B R R S T
i (RN R G R A T BRI BE S Y B 5T B K AR
RZ, XEERH T YT ERMIARREmME L
55 ¥ W S 00 0 o 2 1 97 A\ — S 56 126 S AT s P
IR B B 51 A — B 7™ T 1 VA AR 1R 1T
M 1 SC AR BT R BLEU {8 9 A REAR & 1 4l
xS iF N . BLEU {48 m R A BOE R E
G0 Rl X B B T Y 4

= RER A AN ZHA ST A
JT R 2 25 R 55 L 1 HL & B0 T A T A TR b
REIEAR—2, BN, 1709 R 58l & b 45 Rl s Ay
Xof B4 1) % 35 7 1 S AEAE NP L L 5 A L b A A 4% Tl
O3 T 22 55 56 0 AE 1) 7 3k TR I A AN T O ik A
SRR AEX . TREER K, Fik, Bl
Bl = X5 2 Ge G T 0 4 b O 9 ABOR A R B 5 R LG 3
TAE.

7.3 RBE

HLAS B AT 50 (1) 4 < B HE 400 S0 0 9 R e
R O BT A R AR R LA B B, B
FHRXAS A A3 R GE Rl & 19 K g R ad Ak T 3 A
TR B B R ) R T 7 45 TR AR B B A A
JE A5 R R AT 1A B T 1 EAE BEAG . FRATIA
i PR B H AR A Rk R SO R Z K
(6 SRl R REACAF b e I R GE R b F R RT IR
PUAY P SCHLTE A 18 2k % SUR AT & TR 45 1 Rl &
PERE AN TR 45 S5 X L, e 26 3K 3 22 P B3R O 1 9 K

FLACH .
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