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LIU Rui"", SUN Bize*, LONG Yunfei’, WANG Shan'

(1. Department of Chinese LLanguage and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005, China;
2. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Nanjing University. Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China;
3. Department of Computing, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, China;

4. Department of Chinese Language Studies, The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: Based on previous studies on frequency and frequency rank of words, this paper focuses on the analysis of
the frequency rank difference (FRD) from the perspective of lexical quantitative analysis. This paper reveals that for
the common words between texts, the FRDs are distributed symmetrically and gathered around the median. This
characteristic assumes a “two-tailed distribution”, which is flat in the middle and curving in both ends. Three lexical
levels, i. e. middle, downward end and upward end, are summarized based on the FRD distributions. The middle
lexicon reflects the common characteristics of the two texts, while the lexicon that belongs to both ends reflects their
own distinctive features. These features are of linguistic significance in reflecting the thematic content and stylistic
features of the texts.
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