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The Semantic Relationships in Place-Object Compounds:

Qualia Structure Perspective
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Abstract: From the perspective of qualia structure. we analyze the semantic relationships between place constituents
and head constituents in place-object compounds. This study shows that place constituents indicate not only existen-
tial locations but also places where the objects are commonly used or formed. Implying predicates serve as telic roles
or agentive roles of the compound nouns, which are supposed to be shown in the paraphrases to present the specific
semantic relationships among the constituents of compounds and further demonstrate the naming motivations of ob-
jects. However, the paraphrases of some words lack relevant predicates. In addition, this study reveals that telic

quale and agentive quale play a much more important role in naming objects, and telic construction and agentive con-

struction lie in a higher level in the hierarchies of modifier-head constructions.
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