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Abstract: Function words have rich grammatical meanings and are crucial to sentence comprehension. The existing
linguistic researches on function words cannot be directly adopted by computational linguistics due to lack of formal
representation. In this paper, to represent their syntactic and semantic information, we align words and conceptual
relations in the abstract meaning representation (AMR) based on concept graphs, so that function words correspond
to nodes or arcs between conceptual nodes. Then, 8,587 sentences from PEP primary school Chinese textbooks are
selected for AMR annotation. Among the total 24,801 tokens of function words in this corpus, 58.80% are preposi-
tions, conjunctions and structural auxiliaries which are correspond to relations between concepts, and 41.20% are
modals and aspects which express concepts. This shows that AMR represents function words dynamically, providing
better theory and resources for the syntactic and semantic analysis of whole sentences.
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